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 Dear Readers,

Editor
Mr. Apratim Ghoshal

ost of the European countries are suffering from extreme heatwaves and experiencing driest 

periods in modern-day meteorology. If you are currently travelling through Europe or have plans Mto travel to Northern Europe or the United Kingdom or Ireland, then this issue is for you. Some 

parts of France, Spain, Italy, Germany, Poland, Switzerland and the Czech Republic have seen the rise of 

temperatures. Our Cover Story advises you what to do and how to survive in this heat wave, while travelling.

We are also featuring Finland's one of the most beautiful tourism delights, Oulanka National Park and Ireland's 

most colourful street extravaganza, Spraoi International Street Arts Festival. If you want to escape from the hot 

areas of Europe, these two will be your good options.  Oulanka National Park offers you a good start for 

adventure in the midst of wilderness. Oulanka National Park will take you to gorgeous riverbanks and 

magnificent photography destinations. This national park will also provide you with some of the unforgettable 

experiences. Ireland's one of the top-rated fiesta is Spraoi International Street Arts Festival. It features many 

stunning street theatre performances from different artists all over the world.

Next is Edinburgh. Known as the capital city of Scotland, Edinburgh generates £1.9bn annually from business 

tourism. After London, Edinburgh is one of the popular cities in UK and Scotland for organizing global events, 

meetings, cultural events, and conferences. In our Meetings Point, we are highlighting Edinburgh's promising 

MICE tourism and its establishment in the global economy.
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stablished in 1956 and enlarged in 1982 and 1989, 

Oulanka National Park is an internationally recognised Enational park in the Northern Ostrobothnia and 

Lapland regions of Finland.  Spread over 270 sqkm, it presents 

spectacular scenery – a tapestry of string of rapids, and 

currents; lakes and winding rivers; ravines and ridges, grooves 

and slopes; sandy banks and mires; backwaters and 

waterfalls; pine forests and wildlife. 

Finnish national parks welcomed 3.2 million visitors in 2018. It 

was recorded that the spending of national park visitors on 

local communities amounted to 211 million Euros – a rise of 2 

per cent from the previous year. Apart from the economic 

impact, nature tourism provides great health benefits. 

Oulanka National Park had 199,500 visitors in 2018 as per the 

report of Metsähallitus Parks & Wildlife Finland. It collects 

visitation numbers of the most popular state-owned 

protected and hiking areas in its administration. 'Oulanka' is 

derived from a Finnish word 'oula' or 'oulu', meaning 

'floodwater'. 
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Here are some characteristic curves and shades that define the 

Oulanka National Park. 

The highest of the majestic tops of the national park is 

Kiutavaara's forest covered quartzite summit rising high above 

the valley of the River Oulankajoki. The rivers Oulankajoki and 

Kitkajoki are a contrast in themselves. River Oulankajoki is 

brown as its sources water and bitter humus acids from Salla's 

open aapa mires. The River Kitkajoki water is clear as it comes 

from Lake Kitkajärvi, the largest lake basin in the Koillismaa 

region, which is filled with pure groundwater. River Kitkajoki is a 

series of rapids but becomes calmer below Jyrävä, the mightiest 

waterfall in the Koillismaa region. It joins the more peaceful 

River Oulankajoki near the Russian border.  

The Keroharju ridge was formed during the ice age. The brooks 

are bordered by lush fern groves and diverse rich fens. While 

Laurilia sulcata fungus grows on trees, fringed pink (Dianthus 

superbus) and dwarf milkwort (Polygala amarella) grow under 

the pine shades. The mire area has ancient trees that have been 

untouched by fire.  About 400 protected species are known to 

live and grow in about 4,400 habitats in the area. Visitors can 

find various species of birds including Kiutaköngäs, Grey 

Wagtails, Woodpeckers and White-throated Dippers, to name a 

few. The Red-breasted Flycatcher (Ficedula parva) is an annual 

visitor to the park.  Some of the flora that can stun the visitors 

are daphne, willows, calypso orchid and more. 
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This inclusive and mindboggling diversity of the 

landscape provides an opportunity for multifarious 

activities. Canoeing on the River Oulankajoki is an all-

time favourite with the young and the old. The route on 

the upper part of the roaring rapids stretches to 13 km. 

Another route that flows in the lower part of the rapids 

across 25 km is gentler to row. Snowshoeing in the snow 

wrapped pine forests can be engaged in through these 

routes: the Kiutaköngäs Trail (2 km), the Hiiden hurmos 

Trail (5 km), the Rytisuo Nature Trail (7 km) and the 

challenging Oulanka Wilderness Trail (26 km).  Fishing 

and bird watching in the mystifying wilderness is magical. 

Visitors can cycle on roads and on the designated trail 

from Taivalköngäs to Oulanka visitor centre (9 km). 

Oulanka National Park offers a wide range of trails with 

varying levels of difficulty. In the Kiutaköngäs area, there 

is the Hiiden hurmos Trail (5 km) and the Könkään keino 

Trail (8 km). The other trails include The Kanjonin 

kurkkaus Trail (6 km), Pieni Karhunkierros Trail (12 km) 

and The Könkään kuohu Trail (0.3 km). The trails open 

one's experience to the immensity of nature around with 

hanging bridges, precipitous rocks, rapids, meadows and 

dense pine forests.  Tourists can enjoy picking 

mushrooms and berries and offer to volunteer for several 

tasks to prolong the rendezvous with the national park. 

08 TTW Europe



Oulanka National Park lies 50 km north to the town of 

Kuusamo and 40 km south to the municipality of Salla. 

The closest villages are Käylä, Juuma and Hautajärvi. 

Visitors can travel to Oulanka National Park from Salla 

and Kuusamo by buses. During summer there are taxis 

from Kuusamo and Ruka. 

In Kuusamo, there are several accommodations available 

such as Kuusamon Keitaan Helmi Villa Iglu and Scandic 

Rukahovi, to name a few. Apart from barbecue facilities 

and garden, bar and ski storage space, Villa Iglu offers 

sauna, free Wi-Fi. Scandic Rukahovi features a fully 

equipped kitchenette, a bathroom with a sauna and free 

Wi-Fi. Kuusamon Keitaan Helmi, Kuusamo, Finland has 

free Wi-Fi and free parking; private bathroom and 

separate bedroom.  Real freedom, rest and rejuvenation 

lie in the laps of nature and Oulanka National Park is one 

of the highest manifestations of Nature's brilliance. 
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Edinburgh, the capital 

of Scotland, is not only 

a renowned festival city 

in the world, but also a 

U N E S C O  W o r l d  

Heritage Site. The city is 

one of the best meeting 

points of Europe and 

the northern U.K. The 

cities and towns of 

Europe are competing 

to remain ahead in the 

m e e t i n g  i n d u s t r y.  

World's  top event 

o r g a n i s e r s  a n d  

c o r p o r a t e  h o u s e s  

arrange successful  

meetings in Edinburgh 

while enjoying natural 

beauty, heritage sites, 

local festivals and a 

heap of  luxur ious  

amenities. Edinburgh 

has scaled the heights 

slowly and steadily to 

emerge as an ideal 

platform for the growth 

of the MICE industry. 
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Edinburgh is one of the foremost business tourism 

destinations with world-class facilities! After 

London, Edinburgh is the most popular city in the 

entire U.K. and Scotland for organising 

international events, association meetings, 

business tourism events and conferences – ranging 

from small to large ones! Edinburgh International 

Conference Center, Novotel Edinburgh Park, 

Radisson Blu Hotel Edinburgh, The Principal 

Edinburgh George Street, Hilton Edinburgh 

Grosvenor and Edinburgh Corn Exchange are 

among the best business and meetings venues in 

the city.  Let's see what makes Edinburgh a 

preferred choice for business events, business 

tourism, conventions and seminars.
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nd
Edinburgh, the 2  largest financial centre in the U.K., is the epitome of the world's best transport system and 

nd
associated infrastructure. Edinburgh has an award-winning bus service and network. It has the 2  largest 

railway station in the U.K. There is an international airport as well. The transport network connects various 

locations of the city and the other parts of Scotland. You can also easily reach the U.K. and almost all metro 

cities of Europe and America. Edinburgh, being a major transport hub in east central Scotland, has a multi-

modal network of transport offering excellent link and connectivity to all business venues.  

If you are a meeting organiser and want to house your guests close to the Edinburgh airport, you will get lot of 

options. There are around 600 meeting rooms near Edinburgh Airport. You can book any of these rooms on a 

daily basis. Some conference rooms have projectors so that event organisers can initiate PowerPoint 

presentations. Free Wi-Fi connections are available and you have to pay extra charges to avail coffee and 

breakfast services. 

Close to Edinburgh airport, there are some star-rated hotels like the Hilton Hotel and a few others. They offer 

lodging solutions in their exotic rooms. Guests can enjoy their choice of cuisines prepared by the world's best 

chefs. Strong Wi-Fi signals are available on the premises of these hotels. The hotel staff are guest-friendly, 

polite and highly professional.
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There are 15 places in Edinburgh where business meetings or small events can be arranged. These include 

restaurants, coffee shops and bars. Here, business guests can enjoy fine dishes, delicious steaks, premium drinks 

and various types of flavoured coffee. Timberyard is a Scottish restaurant located near Edinburgh Castle that plays 

perfect host to several meetings. Close to this castle, you can also find Amber Whisky Bar & Restaurant. Voujon 

and Cool Jade are Indian and Chinese restaurants respectively. 

According to the latest report published in 2018, Edinburgh ranks 31 globally on the basis of the number of 

successful business meetings. In the year 2018, around 80 meetings were arranged in this city and its suburbs. 

As stated before, Edinburgh has been 

declared as a UNESCO World Heritage 

Site. Those attending business events, 

conferences and seminars can immerse 

in the architectural beauties of medieval 

tenements and narrow wynds of the Old 

Town. 
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There are a plethora of world's best tourist attractions here. Apart from  sightseeing, you can experience the 

history of different centuries by travelling a little distance. After visiting Royal Mile, you can see the Palace of 
th

Holyroodhouse of the 17  century. Modern Parliament Building and Arthur's Seat, a dead prehistoric volcano, 

also attract meetings and conference travellers. 

Edinburgh is one of the most colourful cosmopolitan metro cities in Europe. Guests of various events and 

meetings can take breaks to enjoy fantastic shopping, dining services, world-class bar and café culture, 

pulsating nightlife, elegant spas and eco-friendly atmosphere. 

Edinburgh has been transformed from a mere travel destination to a popular corporate meeting joint to 

promote business tourism in the current scenario. Business tourism is valued at £911m a year for Scotland and 

22% of its income is generated from business visitors. As per the International Congress and Convention 
th

Association, Edinburgh ranks 27  among cities that attract the maximum event and business tourists.
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Cover Story

his year, July was a month of gruelling heat, temperature ever recorded with 43˚C in July.

one of the driest periods that Europe Tsuffered from after a long time. Belgium, Generally, summers in Europe have long days full of 

Germany and the Netherlands witnessed extreme sunshine where normal temperature ranges 

heat and according to AccuWeather Long-Range between 18˚C to 25˚C, mostly in Northern Europe 

Meteorologist, France had a record-shattering week like Sweden, England, Germany and the 

and many cities across the country experienced Netherlands. But there is plentitude of rain, clouds 

temperature that was never reached in the and wind. In Southern Europe, the temperature 

meteorological observing history. There were ranges between 22˚C to 32˚C while the Eastern 

widespread travel disruptions for commuters in Europe has even higher temperature.

France and Britain. Paris surpassed its hottest 
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It is expected that the heat wave(which is an and ICE Data Center (NSIDC) in Boulder said that the 

extended period of hot weather relative to the warm air in Greenland will lead to another major 

expected conditions of the area at that time of the rise in the melt area.

year) is on the move and might end up melting 

billions of tons of ice in Greenland. The rise in temperature also affects the train 

services in UK. With temperature as high as 40˚C, 

A representative of the World Meteorological the steel rails can turn 20˚ higher than the 

Organization (WMO) announced that the surrounding air. It is expected that the track 

atmospheric flow will be drifting the scorching heat temperature will go up to 60˚C which will lead to 

to Greenland. The country is known to have lost metal expansion that puts it at the risk of buckling.

more than 170 billion tons of ice in July and 80 Cancellations of train services and restrictions on 

billion tons of ice in June from surface melting drastic speed can be the only choice to avoid the 

alone.  A research scientist with the National Snow risk of train derailing.
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Avoid the hottest hours of the day between 11 greenery; visit the botanical garden or the artificial 

am and 3 pm as the sun is the fieriest during this beaches.

period. However, please note in Paris and Rome There is a high risk of sunburn when you try to 

temperature reached its peak around 5 -6 pm. cool down by taking off your clothes. Try to wear 

Check the weather app to know the temperature thin, light clothes and avoid synthetic fabrics as they 

of a place at different time of the day. make you sweat easily. 

Carry an umbrella and  apply sunscreen lotions Use sunscreen, hat, sunglasses to avoid heat rash 

while on the beach. and sunburn. 

Have enough fluid intake. Avoid sugary drinks, Hydrating skin is equally important. Cool off and 

consume vegetables and fruits with a lot of water have fun in the water fountains or sprinklers in your 

content. city.

Put your feet into a bucket of water and refresh Avoid standing for hours in the blistering sun by 

yourself every now and then. Splash water on your purchasing tickets online for visits to big attractions 

face frequently. Use tepid water only as frozen You might have to pay extra but it is worth every 

icepack or ice-cold water might lead to frostbite. penny!

Head to city parks, hills, shaded areas and 
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Those who are still planning to travel to Italy, Spain, France, Netherlands or Germany can use the below 

tips to beat the heat wave in Europe. 



Putrajaya wants to welcome 

30 million visitors for the 

year 2020. Malaysia's most 

popular city Putrajaya tried 

to host a concert for a world-

class performing artist. The 

people who are protesting 

are just the minority.  In 

2018, Malaysia attracted 

25.8 million tourist arrivals 

with a tourism revenue of 

RM84.1 billion (S$27.84 

billion). Malaysia is also 

ranked 21 in the United 

Nations World Tourism 

O r g a n i s a t i o n  2 0 1 9  

Barometer Report. In 2017, 

t h e  t o u r i s m  i n d u s t r y  

contributed 14.9 per cent to 

the nat ional  economy 

compared to 10.4 per cent in 

2005. The number of people 

employed in the tourism 

industry also increased to 

3.4 million in 2017 from 1.5 

million in 2005, making up 

23.2 per cent of the total 

labour force.
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ITB Asia, 'Asia's Leading Travel 'Bold Thoughts, Bold Moves', the galvanising change in the travel 

Trade Show', is set to deliver conference will bring together industry. Across the three days of 

another year of thought-provoking thought leaders from across the the conference, attendees will have 

and inspiring content to industry MICE, Leisure, Corporate, and the opportunity to experience over 

practitioners as part of its Travel Tech sectors for high-level 100 sessions featuring insights 

conference programme. Themed discussions on the trends that are from more than 260 speakers.
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Sheremetyevo International first six months of 2019 showing a cent increase year on year in HY1 

Airport is experiencing a huge 14.1 per cent year on year 2019. Due to the increased 

arrival of passengers during the increase. The airport provided demand for flights to Antalya, 

first half of 2019. Around 23,404 188,346 take-off and landing Beijing, Bangkok and Rome there 

million passengers flew during the operations showing a 14.6 per is a growth in passenger traffic.
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Melbourne will host the 

Formula 1 Australian 

Grand Prix after F1 

executives moved to lock 

in a two-year option on 

the iconic Albert Park 

circuit. The Minister for 

Tourism, Sport and Major 

Events Martin Pakula 

revealed that Melbourne 

spectacular would remain 

a pillar of the Victorian 

sports calendar until at 

least its 30th running. The 

new deal was confirmed 

by Formula 1 chairman 

and chief executive Chase 

C a r e y  i n  E u r o p e  

overnight. The Formula 1 

Australian Grand Prix 

takes Melbourne to the 

world with international 

tourists flocking to the 

city and images beamed 

to an estimated global 

audience of 80 million, 

including key markets 

China, India and Japan.
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Special Feature
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praoi International Street Arts Festival has been staged in Ireland's oldest city, Waterford, since 

1993. For three days every year, the residents of this medieval city of Vikings take to the streets and Senjoy an internationally acclaimed programme of street arts and spectacle. This street fiesta 

attracts more than 100,000 people and the city streets act as the stage for performing arts from around the 

world.

The summer season in Ireland means 

festivals are in full swing: from music festivals, 

art festivals to family events, there is so much 

to enjoy this summer in Ireland. The annual 

International Street Arts Festival in Spraoi  
nd th

takes place every year from 2  to 4  August. 

During this festival, the city turns into an 

imaginative performance wonderland 

featuring street, circus, music and spectacle 

acts from around the world. 

Spraoi is one of the widely anticipated urban 

street art festivals that you don't want to 

miss. The best thing is that you don't need any 

ticket to enter. You can enjoy the most 

astonishing street art at absolutely no cost.
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On Sunday of the August Bank Holiday Weekend, the event starts generally at 9.30 pm with over 200 

costumed performers taking to the streets of Ireland's oldest city to perform to the theme of the event. 

Inspired by the W. B. Yeats poem, the annual Spraoi Parade mixes magic, mythology and creativity to produce 

a stunning street spectacle. Spraoi Street Festival offers you exotic floats, live music, special-effects — all of 

them created by a core team of professional artists at Spraoi's Waterford studios aided by a large corps of 

volunteers.

Street Theatre

Spraoi International Street Arts Festival 

presents an energizing programme of street 

performances in Waterford.

Music

This cultural extravaganza presents an 

exciting programme of music from around 

the world. All music events are free, with 

the best performances of the music line-ups 

being presented at indoor and outdoor 

locations. 

Street Performances

Spraoi International Street Arts Festival has 

an exciting programme of gala street 

performances. Guaranteed fun for every 

age! The festival ends on Sunday night, 

August 4, with the annual Spraoi Street 

Parade featuring hundreds of costumed 

performers, amazing colourful floats, 

dazzling lights, music and spectacular 

special effects. A summer highlight, the 

popular parade follows by brilliant 

fireworks launched from the Suir River. 
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The port of Waterford is located in the southeast corner of the country. This small port city is an 

outstanding travel destination for those, who want to explore and see more of Ireland's rich natural and 

military history. This city is also a wonderful place to visit in order to be familiar with a slice of traditional 

Irish life. 

House of Waterford Crystal : House of Waterford Crystal provides a mesmerising glance into the 

workings behind the famed glassworks. Consisting of a manufacturing facility and visitor centre, the House 

of Waterford Crystal is now one of the top attractions in Waterford. It is best viewed as part of a guided tour 

that provides a close-up view of the process behind the finished pieces of cut glass.

Christ Church Cathedral : Christ Church Cathedral is Waterford's principal Protestant place of worship. 

Built in 1779 on a site known to have had a cathedral on it way back in 1096, the present day structure 

continues to be of importance to the Irish. It was on this very spot that the legendary Norman warrior, 

Strongbow, married Aoife, daughter of Diarmait Mac Murchada, King of Leinster in 1170, thereby 

cementing its place in history. Christ Church Cathedral has a spacious and elegant interior and two 

particularly fine tombs: the Rice monument, dating from 1469 and the more recent Fitzgerald monument, 

made of Carrara marble. 
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Curraghmore House & Gardens : Waterford's city centre 

is elegant Curraghmore House & Gardens, a beautiful 

country estate comprising over 2,500 acres of formal 

gardens, pastures and woodlands. It is the holy abode of 

the 8th Marquis of Waterford whose ancestors came to 

Ireland from Normandy in 12th century. This historic 

property and its grounds are fun to explore.

Rock of Cashel : The Rock of Cashel is country's most 

visited heritage site. Also known as St. Patrick's Rock and 

"Cashel of the Kings”, this holy medieval site's 

buildings—now mostly in ruins—date back to the 12th and 

13th centuries when it became the land of the church. Prior 

to that, it's said that this was the seat of the High Kings of 

Munster and the place where St. Patrick converted King 

Aengus of Munster to Christianity in 5th century.

Waterford & Suir Valley Railway : Waterford & Suir 

Valley Railway is a popular attraction and a fun thing to do 

for those traveling with kids. The old workhorse of an 

engine used to pull the guests in open carriages across this 

beautiful landscape. 
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Noted as one of the world's largest art festival, Edinburgh Festival Fringe hosts 3398 shows 

spreading over 300 venues across the Scottish city. This event covers theatre, dance, 

cabaret, opera, music, and exhibitions. 

Festivals are no more just a matter of celebrations. It is a way of 

integrating different diversified cultures, arts, and traditions. Festivals 

also help in unifying varied colours of joy and happiness, and this has 

been proven true through the various festivals in Europe.
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Beats and guitars flow through alleyways and piazzas at the foothills of the Madonie 

Mountains, at this four-day fiesta Ypsigrock is a hub of live music which takes place in and 

around the castle and its piazza, in the baroque church, and other gigs pop-up around town. 
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Sziget Festival is one of the largest festivals in Europe where you can find an international 

lineup of the music industry's heavyweight performers. Every year hosting on a beautiful 

island in the Danube River, this cultural festival offers much more than just good music.
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Known as one of the best summer festivals in Europe, Water Jousting is celebrated since 

1666, at the port of Sete in the town named the Venice of Languedoc. Celebrating its 

patron saint in boisterous style, the town stages water jousting tournaments on its 

canals which can be seen throughout the summer. 
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Travel & Tourism Fair (TTF), the oldest and the biggest travel trade show 

network in India concluded its 30th edition of TTF Kolkata with a record 

turnout of more than 10,000 visitors.

 TTF Kolkata was held from July 12-14 in the Netaji Indoor Stadium and 

Khudiram Anushilan Kendra with 440 exhibitors from 14 countries and 25 

Indian states, including pavilions of various national and state tourism 

boards.

Sri Lanka, Bangladesh and Nepal participated as Partner Countries while 

Thailand and Bahrain joined as the Feature Countries. Exhibitors from 

Bhutan, China, Malaysia, Nepal, Singapore, South Africa and UAE have also 

taken part in the show. 

Among the Indian states, West Bengal and Uttarakhand had the largest 

pavilions, followed by Odisha, Gujarat, Kerala, Madhya Pradesh and 

Rajasthan who had set up extensive state pavilions with their private 

operators. Tamil Nadu, Himachal Pradesh, Assam, Jharkhand, 

Lakshadweep, Tripura, Nagaland, Jammu & Kashmir and Karnataka had 

also erected state pavilions, to attract tourists to their states. 

India Tourism actively supported and was prominently present at the 

show.

TTF Forum, the knowledge-sharing platform conducted a panel discussion 

in Kolkata on “How Bangladeshi Tourists Outnumbered European 

Travellers to India and Indian tourists to Bangladesh did too”. The panel 

speakers included Taufiq Rahman, Chief Executive of Journey Plus, Syed 

Shaffat Uddin Ahmed, Managing Director of Market n-Trance Ltd. and 

Mohiuddin Helal, the CEO of River and Green Tours. 

Over the years, apart from serving the tourists with information and 

booking facilitation, TTF has been a vital networking opportunity for the 

travel trade from the region, along with their counterparts from all over 

India.

When : 

Where : 

July 12-14, 2019

Kolkata, India 

Show Review
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TTF Kolkata has always been a must-visit 

event not only for the travel trade and 

tourists from Kolkata but also the 

neighbouring country of Bangladesh. 

Bangladesh topped Foreign Tourist 

Arrivals (FTAs) in India in recent years, 

contributing more than 20% of all 

arrivals. On the other hand, Bangladesh 

a l so  rece ived  the  major i ty  o f  

international tourists from India. No 

wonder, Bangladesh participated at the 

show with a large delegation.   

T T F  K o l k a t a  a l s o  

received commendable 

s u p p o r t  f ro m  t h e  

Ministry of Tourism, 

State Tourism Boards, 

N a t i o n a l  To u r i s t  

Offices, thousands of 

private exhibitors and 

trade associations. It 

continues to be a 

u n i q u e  p l a t f o r m  

providing opportunities 

for buyers and sellers 

from across the country 

to showcase their latest 

offerings and build long 

term business ties. 

TTF is supported by Incredible India, TAAI, OTOAI, ATOAI, ADTOI, IATO, IAAI, SKAL 

INTERNATIONAL, NEHATO and ETAA.
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Shanghai, China
www.event.traveldaily.cn/tdc

2019/index_en

Singapore
www.natastravelfair.travel 

Sydney, Australia
www. travelmassive.com/travel-

industry-exhibition

Chennai, India
www.iitmindia.com/

Bangalore, India
www.iitmindia.com/
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Singapore
www.questexevent.com/HotelMa
nagementSummit/2019/singapore

Guang Dong, China 
www.gzlmice.com

Bali, Indonesia
www.thincindonesia.com

London, UK
www.terrapinn.com/conference/aviation-festival/index.stm

Beijing , China 
www.ibtmchina.com
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