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Dear Readers, 

As we draw closer to year end, the tourist arrival remained upbeat by 2 -3 

percent overcoming the geopolitical instability in certain destinations. Despite 

volatility in recent years the European tourism remained positive. Some of the 

major destinations saw robust growth with a huge demand from intra-regional 

and long-haul source markets. Strong promotional efforts to reduce 

seasonality, low level of oil prices, favourable exchange rates and improved air 

connectivity led to Europe's good performance.

Doing business in Moscow needs patience and understanding of its culture. 

Western Europe is still young in terms of the MICE tourism and Moscow is 

gradually developing as a global meetings destination.

The special feature on Europe's drinking destination remains unsurpassed in 

terms of abundance and offers divine quality. It hosts some of the most 

enchanting venues to quench your thirst. 

Spain's Destination Diary will take you through some of the most world-famous 

art galleries , national  museum  ,so simply indulge in the diversity of Spain!

You can't do away by creating a bucket travel list for Europe at least once in a 

lifetime, the vibrant cities have everything and deciding which one to visit 

might be a tough choice. We shortlisted a few destination to make your job 

easier!



Meetings Point

ussia is an old country with long history.  Redefining its place in the international economy, the country 

is embarked in a process of change from former Soviet Union to a market economy. The Russian Rcapital, Moscow is ideally defined as a dazzling mix of medieval churches, art galleries, Soviet 

skyscrapers, sushi bars, nightclubs, and bath-houses. However, it has evolved much beyond a leisure tourism 

destination. Although it is much young in terms of MICE tourism destinations in Western Europe, Moscow still 

is actively developing as a global meetings destination. Its otherwise myth of being an unpopular incentive 

tourism is also not true anymore.

04 TTW Europe



Ü

Ü

Ü

Ü

Ü

Ü

Ü

Arguably the most influential political figure of the 20th 

century, Lenin's tomb holds the most recognisable 

Communist hero.

With the collapse of the Communism, the statues of 

Soviet heroes were dumped in the grounds of the new 

Tretyakov gallery which is now called the Graveyard of the 

fallen monuments. 

Turandot US$40 million was spent on creating the 

interior of this restaurant which includes homage to Louis 

XVI, the Ming Dynasty and imperial Russia.

After Napoleon's troops ransacked the building and 

scheduled for demolition by Stalin, St Basil's Cathedral 

today stands in all its glory. 

How marking the defeat of Germany in 1945 has become 

a form of state religion is clearly stated at the Museum of 

the Great Patriotic War

Spread across 180 stations, Moscow's underground rail 

system is a tribute to Soviet engineering and new Russian 

efficiency and runs trains every 90 seconds.

Nobu Moscow is a brave concept which was opened at 

the apex of the financial crisis. Since the fall of the USSR, 

Japanese food has become a staple diet for Muscovites and 

Nobu has grown to all its glory.
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Exhibition of Achievements of the National Economy 

Crowne Plaza Moscow World Trade 

Centre 

The Exhibition of Achievements of National Economy is a massive complex of pavilions buildings which is one of 

the largest exhibitions, museums, and recreation 

complexes in the world. It is also one of the most 

widely visited tourist spot of the Russian capital 

which witness the footfall of as many as  19 

million guests per year.  Opened on 1 August 

1939, The Exhibition was revived to its glory on its 

75-year Anniversary. More than 100 international 

exhibitions and congresses, dozens of festivals 

and special events as well as new expositions are 

held here yearly.

With supremely comfortable accommodation and all 

the state-of-art facilities, this is yet another premium choice for both business executives and leisure 

visitors.Loacted at the historical heart of the city near the Government House of Russian Federation, business 

district Moscow City and exhibition complex Expocentre, Crowne Plaza Moscow will spoil you with elegance. 

724 bespoke furnished guest rooms are masterly 

designed with the best of the sophistication. 149 

luxury styled club rooms are accompanied with 

enhanced customer services. Offering the finest 

of the European and local cuisine, the restaurants 

and bars has more than one reason to make you 

stay memorable. The VIP Lounge Meeting rooms 

on the 20th floor with panoramic views over 

Moscow can accommodate up to as many as 1500 

guests along with all the multifunctional 

conference rooms and banquet restaurants. 
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Best Western Plus Vega Hotel & Convention Center

To experience the best of Moscow, the Best Western Plus Vega Hotel & Convention Center is an ideal choice. It 

is the winner of the Business Destinations Travel Award for Best Business Hotel in Russia 2013. Located in one of 

the most beautiful, historical part of Moscow, Izmailovo 

and being close to the Izmajlovskij Kremlin, 

Cathedral of Christ the Savior and Red Square, it is 

definitely one of the finest places to enjoy a 

bleisure trip. 

There are 966 guest rooms ranging from standard 

rooms to smart, and new VIP Class rooms. More 

than five different restaurants are available with 

bespoke amenities to organize small, intimate 

gatherings or large-scale events like those of 

international convene. The regular facilities are 

high-speed internet, fitness center, room service, 

and onsite restaurant. 
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A big city with a big character, Moscow has an energy 

and pride that's unparallel to most of its 

contemporary cities. The international travel events 

that are held in the city helps to discover new 

business and receive the latest information about 

innovations and technologies in the meetings 

industry. Nevertheless, this fabulous city is one of the 

finest places to visit for bleisure purpose. 
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US Hurricane season causes $202.6 billion 

damage

value against the euro, since June 2016 Brexit vote.  

Office for National Statistics showed that this 

translated into a 9 per cent increase in international 
It was reported that 2017 U.S. Atlantic hurricane 

visitors to the UK during the first six months of the 
season was the most expensive resulting in $202.6 

year. What added to the fact is that British people also 
billion damages since the formal start from June.

opted for staying at their home destination for 
Disaster modelers Chuck Watson and Mark Johnson 

holidays as travelling involves a higher cost now.
tallied the costs and found that it surpassed their 

observations from the previous years. Hurricane 

Harvey slammed the Gulf Coast and wreaked 

tremendous havoc upon the heart of America's 

energy sector. Then the Caribbean islands got 

devastated when Irma struck Florida. While 

Hurricane Maria followed and wiped out the entire 

Puerto Rico.

There were 17 named storms, 10 turned into 

hurricanes and killed hundreds across the Atlantic 

basin.

UK hotel insolvencies reduced upto 18 per cent in the 

last year owing to the fall in the pound value which 

attracted more tourists both domestic and 

international, as revealed by a new study.

Accountancy firm Moore Stephens published the 

research showing that fewer than 1 per cent of hotels 

are now deemed to be at significant risk of becoming 

insolvent – majorly for the influx in tourism.

The pound has lost around 10 per cent of its value 

against the US dollar, and around 13 per cent of its 

Brexit pound slump results sharp decline 

in hotel insolvencies
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China lifted travel ban on South Korea for 

group travel

National Tourism Administration (CNTA).

The lifting of the travel ban from China to South Korea 

is subject to some restrictions. To begin with, it only 
The Chinese government issued the guidelines at the 

applies to group travel from Beijing and Shandong 
meetings with the local travel agencies on November 

Province, while departures from other locations are 
27th and 28th to allow the travel to South Korea 

reportedly still disallowed, along with any itinerary 
through group visas.

related to the Lotte Group, charter flights, passenger 
 

airlines and cruises.
In the individual visa application, Chinese tourists pay 

 
a processing fee and apply for review and issuance by 

The global tourism industry observers predict that 
South Korean government offices in China – group 

the tour group departures from other locations will 
visas are issued when a travel agency recruits three or 

be phased back in.
more tourists as part of a group, which is reported to 

the South Korean Ministry of Justice and China 
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Global travel experts increasingly focus on 

managing overtourism

the same time. This even took to slogans such as 

'tourists go home'.

Many destinations rely on tourism as a primary 
Overtourism has now become a buzzword in some 

source of jobs and prosperity while 10 percent of the 
popular destinations such as Venice and Barcelona 

world's annual GDP comes from the travel industry. 
where the former one is planning to divert the 

Greece, for instance, is heavily dependent on its 
passenger cruise liners while the latter is all set to cut 

tourism industry. Overtourism, thus was a prominent 
down on the apartment rentals. “Overtourism” is a 

topic of debate in the industry and a central theme 
phenomenon which is disrupting communities while 

World Travel Market.  Efforts to manage overtourism 
imperiling cherished buildings and harming the 

are becoming more innovative and increasingly 
experience of travelers and local residents alike. 

tapping new technologies. There are now apps to 
Rightly called the 'tourism phobia', this incident is 

help tourists visit popular destinations at less busy 
becoming more and more prevalent, specially in the 

times. And while critics say Airbnb has priced out 
European destinations. The major reason for this is 

locals, its supporters say home rentals can ease 
for the fact that visitors crowd at the same places at 

pressure on cities by spreading visitors far and wide.
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s that chilled liquor slides down your parched throat, those overstressed 

nerves begin to say a new hello to unalloyed bliss…  A
And the crazy euphoria that follows reminds me of Charles Caleb Cotton's words 

that boldly proclaim that, while power intoxicates the best of hearts, 'wine' 

stupefies the strongest heads! The very fantasy of an icy cold brew at the end of a 

long trek overwhelming one's senses is most certainly the best one, even for 

ardent teetotalers! Frankly, when the going gets tough, it seemingly 'propels' the 

tough to get going. The grateful traveller swears by the supercool magic of a 

chilled beer. Or, the subtle flirtatious mood ushered in by a bottle of red wine. 

Special Feature
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Intoxication has a new name: Europe! Be it Western Spain and Turkey right from Morocco to the crisp Baltics, 

every nook of this continent reeks of indigenous flavours and cozy settings. It's drinking tradition is 

unsurpassed in terms of abundance and divine quality, made enchanting by some of the most amazing venues. 

So quench your thirst here:

Grogan's Castle Lounge, Ireland, Dublin: 

Temple Bar, Ireland Dublin :

Old timers Seventies décor and a marvellous pint of 

Guinness – idolizes the real Dublin.  Here, one would love being exposed to threadbare sofas and well worn bar 

stools. Grogan's is a well-esteemed regional institution, in fact it can be justly termed as an 'auld fella's pub'! 

Ireland is one of those retreats that proudly flaunts her passion for breweries. 

 Connoisseurs would love to confess their fondness for Dublin's Temple Bar.  

So far this is the most frequented tourist hub in Ireland. As you make your way towards this acclaimed hideout 

via cobblestone walkways and alleys, the fragrance of brews wafting in the evening air offers a warm welcome. 

Bustling and jovial, it is one of the traditional drinking epicenters of Dublin. 
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The Guinness Storehouse, Ireland Dublin: 

Hofbrauhas, Munich, Germany:

Impeccable glory crowns The Guinness Storehouse. Be it 

stunningly fresh, creamy or a dreamy pint of Guinness, this place is absolutely a treasure trove for travellers 

eager for a different taste. Fresh brews. Awe-inspiring panoramic views and much more. This pub effortlessly 

beats any other in this part of the world. 

 A cavernous hall filled with excited drinkers awaits your gracious 

presence in Munich, Germany. Unless you acquaint yourself with Bavaria, your beer-drinking consciousness 

has a good part that is missing! For beer fanatics, this is truly a paradise. Hofbrauhas is known for its 

unforgettable experiences. Dark beers and authentic Bavarian Weisse are some of the eternal favorites here. 
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The White Horse, UK, London: 

Horror Bar, Cesky Krumlov, Czech Republic :

London is another destination deserving an applause for its possession 

of some iconic pubs. The White Horse, nestled cozily in the neighborhood of Fulham shelters over eight 

different brews on tap! No wonder, a diverse clientele graces its magical ambiance. The appropriate 

assortment of traditional and organic brews keep luring visitors.

 Imagine being seated in a gothic drinking dungeon, 

sipping on an intense ale!  Lurking in the medieval town of Cesku Krumlov, there exists the 'Horror Bar'. It 

represents a dark, foggy dungeon-like place, attracting innumerous revelers particularly on Halloween. Blood 

rest shots in test tubes, a fatal green concoction 'Becherocka' and more interesting features, the pub should 

never be missed! 
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t Brugs Beertje, Bruges, Belgium: At the 't Brugs Beertje', wine enthusiasts rule the roost. More than 

300 various beer selections and a vintage ambiance has ensued its evergreen popularity. This specialty beer 

house had been established a long time back, in 1983. The snacks have also been cautiously selected, fused 

with a regularly rotating draft beer roster.  These are just a handful of best drinking getaways of Europe. 

However, the curious explorer needs to engage in a generous amount of wanderlust-nourishing trip to discover 

more! 
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Bucket List Travel 

Travel to Europe will gift you bouquet of memorable experiences to share. A continent where every time 

something is happening, Europe has many magical places for hangouts, amazing places for cultural exploration 

and unique places for gastronomic experience and bizarre city life for urban discovery. Everything in Europe 

will satisfy the wanderlust. Here are some places that will fill up your adventurous sense. 

Feel the history of Russia in Yekaterinburg

Developed on the embankment of Iset River, 

Yekaterinburg is the 4th largest industrial city 

offering the panoramic urban view from 

Vysotskiy Viewing Platform. Explore the nitty-

gritty areas of the city for the Byzantine styled 

churches and visit the different museums 

portraying the history of Russia from Tsarist rule 

to the Communist era. These will fascinate you to 

travel inside the city to search the history of the 

execution of Romanovs and the conceptual art of 

contemporary age with history.    

Walk through Lavender fields on Hvar

A Croatian Island town near Adriatic Sea with 

glamour, glitter and glitz, Hvar is decked up with 

beautiful Gothic palaces, lavender fields, traffic- 

free marble streets, unique gastronomy, 

beautiful and luxurious beaches and bays and 

crystal blue sea, making the place one of the 

sunniest places in Croatia.  
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Experience the café culture in Tirana 

Enjoy the heart city of Albania with historical 

relics, buildings painted with vibrant colours, lush 

green parks, best public squares and pedestrian 

streets. Tirana is growing in tourism from political 

slumber with best cafes, restaurants and local 

colours. Here, experience the Albanian 

hospitality which is unique in Europe. 

Relax with your family at Corfu

Free from all political invasion of Ottoman 

oppression, Corfu is a green place in Greek 

Islands that welcomes with blue pristine 

beaches, Greek monuments, museums and the 

forts. Go for a city walk in the Old Corfu dotted 

with palaces, fortresses and austere public 

buildings of the Venetian rule and the villages.    
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Get in Valletta- European Capital of Culture

Designated as the European Capital of Culture for 

2018, Valletta has the tourists draw for Valletta 

International Baroque Festival and Maltese 

Carnival. Gay-friendly nation Malta offers 

historical places as the capital city has 

experienced rise and decline of many dynasties, 

which resulted in the formation of Europe's finest 

art works, churches and palaces. 

Enjoy the festivals and golf in Belfast

Home of ice hockey, Gaelic football and hurling, 

Belfast allures with shopping tours, world- class 

dining, Irish linen business, parks and museums. 

Belfast is best for Christmas, Food & Drinking 

Walking Tour and market areas. The museums of 

Belfast houses Asian, African, European and 

Pacific art along with the archaeological relics of 

Stone Age in Ireland. 
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Things to do in Europe  

µPray to the ancient Greek gods and explore the 

archaeological relics.

µSpend your entire travel budget and go to an 

opera.

µDiscover the world of hippies

µTurn up at a restaurant and take best meals

µLearn to love maps as you travel

µTake the spine-chilling selfies or make best 

action videos with your GoPro ever

µSing along with beer you feel you have known 

your whole life at any European festival 

µConquer your fear of heights and go paragliding 

where it is offering

µBuy incredible chocolate for your dear

µTake a wine tour and then boast you know 

about variant world class wine. 

µUse Google Translate when it is needed

Now get inspired and travel to Europe. History, 

art, culture and cuisine — all are easily available in 

Europe. Europe has some of the high-energy 

nightlife parties in the world. The European 

nations offer top-class entertainment, especially 

theatre and live music. On the contrary, the great 

museums, panoramic vistas and pristine beaches 

make Europe a global reach. 
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Spain has the perfect mix of incredible landscapes and beaches, striking architecture 

and jaw-dropping museums, world-famous cuisines and rich history to captivate any 

traveller. It occupies a large portion of the Iberian Peninsula that was once ruled by 

the Romans and was later taken over by the Visigoths and the Moors of South Africa.  

The third most famous UNESCO World Heritage Site in the world has some of the 

world's most fascinating historical and cultural sites –the ancient cave paintings of 

Altamira and Segovia's Roman aqueduct, the Alhambra fortress in Granada and the 

pilgrimage route of Santiago se Compostela.

The well- preserved buildings and museums reflect its position as a world 
superpower during the Golden Age, the horrors of the Spanish Civil War, dictatorship 
and the country's return to democracy. The Corodoba's mosque is the best example 
of Moorish architecture that reveals the power and creativity of the Islamic rulers 
and the legacy brought forward in modern Spain. 

Spain is a major draw for Roman architecture with the masterpieces created by 
Picasso and Juan Miro. Seville's Gothic cathedral, Gaudi's Barcelona masterpieces, 
Frank Gehry's iconic Guggeheim Museum in Bilbao and Santiago Calatrava's City of 
Arts and Sciences in Valencia display the rich history and modernism of Spain.

Spain is home to some of the world-famous art galleries, the Prado Art museum in 
Madrid is one of its kind. Reina Sofia is Spain's national museum of the 20th century 
art. The Salvador Dali Museum in Figueres, Catalonia pays a homage to the surrealist 
painter.Cabo de Gata in Almeria, that inspired the Hollywood spaghetti western, is 
Europe's only desert based in Spain. The majestic mountains from the northern 
Pyrenees and the Picos de Europa to the Sierra Nevada in the South and the Canary 
Island of Tenerrie are enticing.
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Spain's northern coastline hosts annual surfing 

competitions. There are endless adrenaline kicking 

activities in Spain from the world's scariest footpaths to 

zip lines between Spain and Portugal and world- class 

skiing, snowboarding, scuba diving and hiking.

The tapas in Spain is worth trying at least once in a 

lifetime. The seafood and jamon (curd ham) make a trip 

to the local market a feast for the stomach.

Spain is the world's third biggest wine producer and can 

also be tagged as the Europe's capital of wine. The 

major wine regions here are La Rioja, the Ribera Del 

Duero and the Cava. Spanish sparkling wine is made in 

Catalonia while sherry comes from Jerez de la Frontera 

in Southern Spain.

Spain has around 5,000 km of coastline, and the 

country enjoys long summers and pleasant weather 

throughout the year. The beautiful islands with 

incredible weather and friendly locals of Spain attract 

millions of tourist every year, be it the party isle of Ibiza, 

the volcanic landscapes of Tenerife, the peaceful 

Menorca and the Graciosa in the Canary Islands which 

has streets made up of sand. 

Originating from the traditional music and dance style, 

Flamenco is a style of dance, singing and guitar playing. 

It has close link with Spain's Romani gypsy community. 

The genre is known for elaborate costumes, and the 

dancers wear handcrafted dresses.

Football is the country's national sport, and Spain has 

the world's best teams – Real Madrid and the FC 

Barcelona. Any football lover will enjoy watching a 

match at the Santiago Bernabeu in Madrid or in the 

Barcelona's Camp Nou.
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Situated on a plateau that overlooks the city of Roman Catholic Church in Barcelona started in 

1882 and is yet to be completed.Granada in the southern Spain is  part 

the political centre of the Spanish fortress, part palace and part garden constructed in 

the 14th century by the Nasrid sultans. It is one of empire under King Philip II, is located in the 

Spain's major tourist spots. foothills of the Sierra de Guadarrama. Designed 

Famous for the forest of pillars and arches inside the in 1559 by Juan Bautista de Toledo, it has a major 

role in the Christina world, and it functions as a main hall is the  which was 
monastery, royal palace museum and school.originally a Roman temple, then a Visigothic church 

before the Umayyad Moors had built it. Into the large 

Moorish building after the Spanish Reconquista a 

cathedral was built.

 was designed by Antoi Gaudi, a 

Catalan architect who worked on the project for 40 

years until his death in 1926. Construction of the large 

Alhambra,
El Escorial, 

Mezquita of Cordoba

Sagrada Familia
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Tourism is 11% of Spain's $1.3 trillion gross domestic product (GDP). The Spanish tourism was 

recently hit by the political crisis in Catalonia after the declaration of independence from Spain. 

Spending in the tourism sector in Catalonia during the first two weeks of October went down to 

15% from the same period last year. Despite the current turmoil, Spain is still the most welcoming 

and beautiful countries in the world. Its majestic mountains, sparkling seas and the fabulous 

history is bound to make anyone fall in love with the rich country.
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s winter is approaching, Europe will be delighted with glory, fun, light and enjoyment. Visit Europe 

during these festivals, which mirror its culture with vibrancy of contemporary art that glee every Avisitor. Discover the beauty of Christmas and New Year's fireworks in Europe and feel the adventure in 

the city and its outskirts. 
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Greenwich Winter Time Festival

Date: 1st-31st December, 2017.  Place: Greenwich, England 

Old Royal Naval College will host this snowy festival with contemporary art, winter designed stalls, snowman 

and wide variant European foods. Here enjoy the winter with ice skating, children shows, Christmas markets, 

live music, DJs, street performances or sharing your wide with Santa, linger your Christmas feelings. 

Colourful festival of lights dazzle the city of Lyon, once glorified with Roman history, now become the capital of 

gastronomic brilliance; for this crowned as the best weekend destination in Europe at World Travel Awards 

ceremony. See the assemble of most advanced and highly technical light works  from the world renowned 

lighting designers, videographers, architects, graphic artists, visual artists, and street theater companies. 

Fête des Lumières - Ville de Lyon

Date: 7th–10th December 2017. Place: Lyon, France
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BERGFESTival

Date: 8th – 10th December, 2017.  Place:  Saalbach, Austria

This village fest will welcome with peace and tranquil ambience filled with snow, but the flavours of adventure 

will dominate if you participate. Over 200 kilometres of perfect sloping ground with ice perfect for skiing, the lip 

smacking foods from taverns and the white mountain are surely money's worth. 

Enjoy your New Years Eve with 3 days long unlimited and lavish fun, food and drink, making the world's biggest 

rendition of music, brining the fantastic Scottish cultural heritage to you beneath the mind arresting edifice of 

historically popular Edinburgh Castle- an iconic tourist attraction that dominated the skyline of city Edinburgh.   

Edinburgh's Hogmanay

Date: 30th December – 1st January 2018. Place:  Edinburgh, Scotland
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London New Year's Eve Fireworks

Date: 31st December 2017.  Place: London, United Kingdom

Hear the bongs of Big Ben and spot the UK's largest annual illuminative fireworks display at Victoria 

Embankment in Westminster welcoming the New Year, forming a very special night with the best foods offering 

by London's best restaurants and the dinner cruise on River Thames. 
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According to data published by India's Ministry of 

Tourism, 21.87 million Indians took foreign trips 
OTM 2018 all set to be the largest travel trade show 

out of India in 2016 (7.3% higher than 2015). The 
in India. Widely recognised as India's leading travel 

number of domestic trips within India was a 
trade show, OTM is all set to be the largest ever 

whopping 1613 million (12.7% higher than in 
meeting place for the global sellers and buyers of 

2015). In contrast, the number of foreign tourist 
the tourism industry.

arrival
OTM 2018 will be held in Mumbai, the largest source 

was 8.80 million (9.7% higher than in 2015). OTM 
market for leisure and MICE travel in the the 

caters to all of these markets.
country, from 18–20 January, at the Bombay 

Mumbai is the biggest source market for the Exhibition Centre. More than a 1000 seller from 50 
outbound and domestic tourists in India. Together countries are likely to exhibit at the OTM 2018. 
with its hinterland markets in the West & South These include National and State Tourism 
India, it commands 60% of the total outbound Organisations, Hotels, Airlines, Destination 
tourists from India. It is also the strongest market Marketing Companies and other suppliers serving 
for Business, Luxury and MICE travel for leisure as well as MICE markets.
international as well as domestic segments.

More than 4000 qualified buyers and travel trade 
The Egyptian Tourism Counsellor in Mumbai said visitors have already registered for visiting OTM 
at OTM 2017: “OTM is one of the most prominent 2018. There are 814 fully and partly hosted buyer 
travel trade events in India and and he could see registrations, which is the largest number of hosted 
even more interest from the Egyptian private buyers in any travel trade show in India. The hosted 
sector to participate in the show.”buyers will be matched with the sellers and 

appointments will be scheduled in advance for face OTM 2018 is all set to become the home of Indian 

to face meetings during the show. The total number as well as international tourism. Visit us and 

of visitors is likely to cross 10,000, as in previous explore the infinite possibilities of partnering with 

years. the biggest players of travel trade fraternity.

Date : January 18th – 20th 2018
Venue : Bombay Exhibition Centre, Mumbai 

Show Highlight
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SHOW REVIEW

Africa Hotel Investment Forum 
Date : October 10-12 2017
Venue : Rwanda , Kigali

The Africa Hotel Investment Forum was held at the overview on the hotel pipeline in Africa.  

Kigali Convention Centre and Radisson Blu Hotel in Emphasis was placed on finance and investment, 

Rwanda on 10-12 October, with support of Rwanda transactions that have already take place on the 

Development Board and AccorHotels, Carlson continent and a discussion on the sources of 

Rezidor Hotel Group, Hilton, Marriott International finance available. 

amongst other industry leaders.  The conference  Extended networking opportunities through 

was a high-level, investor-driven event and brought receptions, organized speed networking and 

together over 450 key players in the real estate and round table sessions and the collaboration with 

hotel industry: developers, investors, hotel the World Travel Awards elevated the Africa 

operators, owners, as well as representatives of the Hotel Investment Forum and confirmed its 

banking and legal sectors. position as the premier event for those looking 

 Key topics that were amongst others that were to invest in Africa.  The Africa Hotel Investment 

discussed at the event included investors views on Forum announced plans to hold the 2018 edition 

the opportunities in Africa, safety and security, in Nairobi, Kenya.

hotel performance in Africa, air travel trends and an 
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AviaDev 

The second AviaDev Africa took place in Kigali, 

Rwanda on 10-12 October 2017. Attended by 

140 aviation professionals, the event delivered a 

conference programme providing a toolkit for 

route development in Africa, interactive, 

knowledge sharing workshops and facilitated 

over 500 one-to-one meetings.

AviaDev Africa is designed to catalyse 

connectivity to, from and within Africa and takes 

place alongside the Africa Hotel Investment 

Forum. As far as we know, we are the only forum 

attract over 10 new routes in the last 2 years.  globally connecting the aviation and hospitality 

Presentations from AviAssist on the role safety industry for mutual benefit. Airlines can gather intel 

plays in the route development process and 2 on where future hotels will be built, whilst hotel 

new airline entrants, JetWest and Jet Afrique operators and investors can understand the network 

outlined their plans ahead of launch in the West expansion plans if the airlines, plus meet airports 

African market.that offer hotel development opportunities onsite.

AviaDev exists as a deal-making forum and we AviaDev sessions included an interview with Ato 

know of at least one new route that will be Girma Wake, former CEO of Ethiopian Airlines and 

launched as a result of the meetings. Every former Chairman, RwandAir discussing what the 

element of the event is designed to provide future holds for African aviation, other industry 

education, stimulate debate and ultimately leaders shared how to harness the power of e-

create new business opportunities.commerce, what an airline wants to hear from an 

The location of the 2018 edition will be airport when considering new air services and how 

announced by the end of 2017 and we look to improve stakeholder collaboration to drive new 

forward to playing our part in Advancing Africa's air services and hearing from Cape Town Air Access 

connectivity.on how they have galvanised their stakeholders to 

Date : October 10th – 12th 2017
Venue : Rwanda, Kigali 
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Hospitality Qatar 
Date : November 7th – 9th , 2017
Venue : Doha, UAE 

Recording a large increase in footfall combined with diversification, falling in line with the agenda of 

the signing of strategic new partnerships between Qatar National Vision 2030.

industry players have marked a successful conclusion The trade show highlighted three zones--Food & 

to the 2017 edition of Hospitality Qatar, the Beverage, Supply & Design and Hotel & 

country's premier International Hospitality and Franchise Investment. All three helped pave the 

HORECA Trade Show, which ran from November 7 to way for an interactive Business-to-Business (B2B) 

November 9, 2017 at the Doha Exhibition and matchmaking platform that aimed towards 

Convention Center (DECC). linking all participants wishing to explore 

The huge increase in visitors and participants at this potential partnership and growth opportunities.

year's show has not only helped in measuring the During this edition, Hospitality Qatar introduced 

success of the event but has also reaffirmed 'Food Qatar,' a new dedicated platform for the 

Hospitality Qatar's position as a strategic platform food sector focused on providing a meeting 

for business and networking opportunities for the point for local, regional and international 

hospitality and Hotel/Restaurant/Café (HORECA) suppliers and manufacturers of food products to 

industry in the Middle East. This year's edition saw establish links with buyers in Qatar's market. 

the participation of more than 153 local, regional With the food sector anticipated to grow by USD 

and international HORECA companies and hospitality 1.6 billion by 2020, this new addition was 

professionals, including 46 hotels and restaurants designed to open investment prospects and 

and 202 chefs that took part in the 25 competitions. present innovative solutions that will help the 

All participants came together to throw the spotlight country achieve food security.

on their world-class products and services for an Salon Culinaire also took place on the sidelines 

ever-growing sector in Qatar. Industry analysts have of the show, which was made more prestigious 

shared that the show has managed to give a strong with the presence and participation of a large 

boost to the local tourism and hospitality industry, number of widely-celebrated international chefs. 

which is viewed as one of the major pillars and Salon Culinaire featured various creative 

drivers for economic growth and also as an essential techniques in food preparation through live 

element to country's efforts towards economic cooking demonstrations and competitions.
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 Live cooking of signature dishes, creative the presentations and talks to the exciting 

presentations of celebration and wedding cakes, product demonstrations and competitions. It 

Arabic mezza and Qatari festive foods, as well as was also a great experience to see neighboring 

barista and mocktail competitions, were among the countries participating and affirming their 

activities that took place during the three days, and support for Qatar. The organizers really did a 

culminated by an awarding ceremony. wonderful job successfully consolidating 

Harout Bedoyan, High-end gifts, awards & Hospitality Qatar's position as a strategic 

accessories division at GulfCrafts commented by platform for the HORECA segments. They are 

saying that they were very active at Hospitality Qatar now upbeat about participation next year.

just like every year as one of the show's sponsors.  Karim Raffoul, Project Manager, IFP Qatar, 

The organizers of Hospitality Qatar showcased their concluded by sayin that this year has been a 

products, explored new opportunities and affirmed major success for Hospitality Qatar and it is very 

support for Qatar's economy through their locally- clear that this sector is an important part of the 

made crafts that meet international standards. They country's economic agenda. Every aspect of the 

received so many visitors and leading decision- event has shown exemplary performance and 

makers from the hotel industry. has received positive remarks both from 

 Naveed Abdulla, Business Director, added that this customers and clients. As the ideal meeting point 

year's edition of the show was truly amazing from for suppliers and buyers in the HORECA industry 

and they feel from the 

responses and initial 

business results that 

stakeholders have truly 

found the most suitable 

avenue to further develop 

business networks and 

expansion activities and 

are positive that next year 

will be bigger and 

brighter and look to 

present even more 

creative ways to facilitate 

sector engagement.”
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Hotel Management Indonesia Summit 2017
Date : November  16th 2017
Venue : Jakarta , Indonesia 

The Hotel Management Indonesia Summit (HMI), Boost Productivity and Efficiency,Business vs. Social 

organized by powerhouse international conference Sharing on Networks and the importance to Build 

producer Questex Hospitality Group, concluded on 16 Your Online Reputation: Investigating the Successful 

Nov 2017 at the Mandarin Oriental Jakarta. HMI Future F&B Concepts and marketing Efforts, 

welcomed over 120 international and speakers at the Exploring Latest Talent Retention and Development 

much awaited event after two years of hiatus. Practices to Reduce Turnovers and The Road to a 

Delegates heard the industry's latest trends under the Brighter Financial Future for Hotels in Indonesia. 

theme, “Inspire Viable Strategies to Boost Revenue and Fiskarani S. Sugandi, Managing Director, Samali 

Profit for Vibrant Hoteliers.” Acacia Leroy, Asia Pacific Hotels & Resorts said that the event is a very good 

Trend Strategist, Trend Watching, in her presentation opportunity for hoteliers to know the trends. 

entitled, “Consumer Trends Shaping the Future of Talking so much on the profitability, the finance, 

Travel,” highlighted four essential trends for hoteliers. where there is usually a big gap between the 

For one, the use of social media like Instagram has put hoteliers and the owners and its quite rare for them 

Jakarta on top of the most geo-tagged city on Instagram to have an event that discusses heavy topics and 

Story in the world, beating other major cities like Sao many are interested in how to keep the bottom line 

Paulo, New York, London, and Madrid (August 2017, especially when the growth is not increasing. 

Instagram). Sachin Moudgil, Director Business Development, 

From start to finish, six interactive panel discussions Knowcross mentioned that they have had good 

were staged by veteran hoteliers and subject-matter discussions with distinguished panels and its a must 

experts in various fields. The key topics of these go as there are a lot to learn from these events 

thought-provoking sessions include Boosting especially  from the industry partners. 

Profitability through Rate Growth and Cost Control, HMI Summit 2017 is part of the Hotel Management 

Future Hospitality IT Trends and Why Hotel Wifi Has Asia summit Series, Asia's only truly regional hotel 

Become More Important Than Before  Game Changing management conference series. The series have 

Technologies in Hotel Operations, How to Use Mobile rotated through Bangkok, Hong Kong, Singapore, 

Technology Training to Increase RevPAR and Improve and Indonesia this year by leveraging regional 

Guest Satisfaction; Managing Performance Expectations experiences, insights, and innovations to address 

in Adjustment Periods, Modifying Work Processes to market-specific challenges. 
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ITB Asia 

Asia's leading travel trade show, ITB Asia 2017 has virtual reality in hospitality and tourism.

completed its milestone anniversary event with record- Katrina Leung, Executive Director of Messe Berlin 

breaking numbers. The tenth edition of ITB Asia came to a (Singapore), the organiser of ITB Asia said that in the 

close today at the Sands Expo and Convention Centre, view of ten years of ITB Asia, they have taken every 

Marina Bay Sands in Singapore. effort to celebrate the past as well as to provide 

Over three days, the event hosted about 940 exhibitors attendees with a useful view to the future. While the 

from 113 countries, an 11% increase over the previous attendees are very pleased with their achievements in 

year. ITB Asia 2017 also welcomed its strongest ever buyer terms of the quality and numbers, what brings them 

participation across the Corporate, MICE and Leisure most satisfaction is, in bringing all together, the 

sectors. Since 2014, ITB Asia has experienced a 1:1 ratio different stakeholders across the industry to network 

for exhibitors and buyers. This year, there were over and insipre eah other. The relationalship bulit and 

22,000 business appointments recorded during the show. strengethened will continue to boost their efforts in 

Unveiling its largest exhibitors showcase yet, ITB Asia 2017 making ITB Asia the region's go to event and hub for 

reported a spectacular 77% growth from its inaugural unforgattable content and enriching experiences for 

edition, featuring new exhibitors such as the Rwanda many years to come.

Development Board, Tourism Tunisia, Promote Iceland, ITB Asia will continue to be held in Singapore, 

Tourism & Foreign Affairs Department of Almaty City, following the past ten years of consistent support 

Republic of Kazakhstan, Jeju Convention and Vistor from the Singapore Tourism Board and the Singapore 

Bureau, amongst others. Exhibitors also invested more in Exhibition Convention Bureau. Following this year's 

the quality of their booths, with Greece, Japan, Russia and successful show, ITB Asia has received the highest 

Korea putting up impressive and engaging experiences. exhibitor rebookings for ITB Asia 2018. As early as 

This year's conference programme looked at the role of now, the surge in interest for next year's show has 

technology, setting the tone for the changes that the been seen from destinations such as Greece, Middle 

industry is likely to see in the next ten years. Speakers East, Africa, Spain and the Scandinavian region as well 

from big names IBM Asia Pacific and Google delivered as continued strong support from Asian markets such 

insights on the potential of Artificial Intelligence, Ctrip as Thailand and the Philippines. Melia Hotels 

presented its global strategy, while fast-growing start-ups International and Global DMC Network by the JTB 

Hiverlab, Zebra Design and Savioke shared on the exciting Group have also confirmed their stand bookings for 

realities and opportunities for augmented reality and the 2018

Date : October 25th – 27th , 2017
Venue : Marina Bay Sands , Singapore 
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SAHIC Costa Rica 

SAHIC, the premier organizer of hotel investment Jacques Cousteau, Phillipe Cousteau delivered a 

conferences in Latin America just concluded the meaningful message about the impacts of climate 

presentation of the first Costa Rica Sustainable Hotel & change on the tourism industry. Additionally, Carlos 

Tourism Investment Conference, which was hosted by PaezVilaro, survivor of the Andes plane crash in 

the Ministry of Tourism of Costa Rica(ICT). For the first 1972, shared his thoughts on changing business 

time in this region's history, key investors and decision paradigms in ever-evolving and challenging times. 

makers convened in one location to identify significant Costa Rica Sustainable Conference speakers and 

challenges and sustainable hospitality development sessions were impressive. The notable presenters 

opportunities for the country. The Conference took included:

place November 13-14, 2017 at the Intercontinentalin ŸPaul Adan, VP, Hotel Development Latin America & 

San Jose, Costa Rica. Caribbean, Marriott International

Luis Guillermo Solis, president of Costa Rica, welcomed ŸLouis Alicea, C.H.A., Senior Director, Development 

the visitors to the countrydeclaring that the conference Latin America & Caribbean, Wyndham Hotel Group

“represents a precedent for the country, paving the way ŸRogerio Basso, Principal Investment Officer - Head 

for development, sustainability and investment.” Costa of Tourism, IDB Invest

Rica Minister of Tourism Mauricio Ventura ŸRené Bernard Beil, Managing Director, Beaufort 

Aragónstressed that the conference was a great Global Partners LLC

demonstration of the support and commitment of the ŸPatricia Boo, Area Director Central and South 

Costa Rican Government. Ventura officially opened the America, STR

conference remarking thatCosta Rica is being ŸRicardo Bravo, VP Operations, AM Resorts

positioned on the world map of tourism investment due ŸAndrew Cohan, MAI, Horwath HTL Miami

to three key factors: The strength and longevity of the ŸLuca Franco, CEO and Founder, Luxury Frontiers

airline industry, the ever-increasing number of visitors ŸLioraHaymann, Managing Director, OBMI

with disposable income, and the successful ŸFredrick Jonsson, Mangaging Partner, MEREHA and 

development of infrastructure in the region. Director of Beaufort Global Partners

Two powerful keynote presentations emotionally ŸJosé KoechlinVon Stein, CEO & Founder, Inkaterra

impacted the hospitality developer attendees. Author, ŸSaloSmaletz, Vice President Development Latin 

speaker, social entrepreneur and grandson of the famed America IHG.

Date : November 13th – 14th 2017
Venue :  San Jose, Costa Rica 
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Serviced Apartment Summit Middle East 

More than 150 international delegates attended the serviced apartment sector would need to innovate 

third annual Serviced Apartment Summit MEA in over the next five to ten years, as guests 

Dubai in November.Held at a new venue for 2017 - demanded co-working and co-living spaces.Cheval 

the Address Boulevard in Downtown Dubai, event Residences managing director Mohammed 

attracted delegates from Dubai, Abu Dhabi, Saudi Almarzooqi said that Cheval is looking at a new 

Arabia, Egypt, Kenya, India, US, UK, Italy, Mauritius, model which featured basic room units made from 

Singapore, Russia, The Netherlands and Germany. pods, and more communal space where younger 

The first day of the Summit began with property guests can work and socialise.

tours of two near neighbours, the Time Oak Hotel A breakout Serviced Apartment Masterclass 

and Suites, and the newly opened Tryp by Wyndham presented by Omar Eltahry of Colliers, focused on 

Dubai. This second venue then hosted a drinks the growth of the serviced apartment sector in 

reception and speed business card swap for Dubai. A session on brand and operator section 

delegates, at its bar and terrace area. kicked off with Cheval Residences director George 

Day two kicked off with a welcome from host Piers Westwell describing himself as a “MiB” - Baby 

Brown, then Simon Townsend of CBRE shared his Boomer in a Millennial's body! 

thoughts and his company's research on the Blurred lines - a  session about distribution 

economic outlook for the real estate sector, both inevitably over on to the subject of direct bookings 

globally and locally. Middle East sovereign wealth and OTAs. Maxxton'sSeverine Obertelli said 

fund investment in real estate in 2016 was $4.5 operators shouldn't expect to get direct bookings if 

billion, he said, down 17 per cent on the previous their website makes it difficult to book the same 

year. Townsend attributed this drop to Middle East units that can be booked in just two clicks on an 

capital not being deployed as aggressively as that OTA.

from Asia. The day ended with a debate about Airbnb saw the 

A panel of industry leaders was then moderated by panel debating the sharing economy's pros and 

Grant Salter of Deloitte. Neme Imad Darwiche, CEO cons. Other sessions covered topics including 

of Jannah Hotels & resorts, predicted that the consumer awareness, marketing, investment,and 

Date : November 12th – 13th 2017
Venue : Dubai , UAE
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BLTM 

The second edition of the Business & Luxury Travel covered the segment that he was looking for. BLTM 

Mart (BLTM) was held at Hyatt Regency Gurgaon, on provided him with everything under one roof. 

October 26-27 2017.  Since its debut last year, BLTM There were 150 individual Sellers from more than 50 

has been very well received as India's first full fledged organisations from India and abroad, in their 

travel mart focused on sellers from Business, MICE colourful booths and pavilions.

and Luxury Travel from all over the world. Taiwan, Korea, Bahrain and Peru were among the 

Over 250 highly qualified corporate and travel trade other countries who participated at the BLTM. Air 

buyers, wedding planners and MICE planners from all India and Ethiopian Airlines were the partner airlines 

over India vastly improved upon a 2:1 Buyer to Seller for the BLTM. 

ratio this year, benchmarking BLTM with the best in Peru and Bahrain were the first-timers in the show 

global MICE focused shows. and were enthusiastic about their participation. Luis 

Hosted Buyers at BLTM included corporate travel M Cabello, Trade councillor of Peru, remarked that it 

planners with purchasing authority, travel companies has been an amazing experience to associate with 

catering to business, leisure, MICE and luxury travel, Fairfest Media and participate in BLTM and he would 

MICE travel managers and buyers, MICE organisers recommend this show to everyone who wants to 

and managers, business travel managers and buyers, explore MICE, luxury segment here in India.

film destination companies, associations, wedding 

planners and event management companies. 

In another first this year, most of the Sellers of BLTM 

were accommodated within the show venue- Hyatt 

Regency, creating greater opportunities to network 

with the hosted buyers.

This year's BLTM recorded an increase of 75% in new 

Corporate Buyers and 80% new Hosted Buyers from 

Travel Trade agents. 

A Hosted Buyer mentioned that BLTM brought 

something very different to the industry because it 

was a blend of business and luxury travel which 

Date : October 26th - 27th  2017
Venue : Hyatt Regency Gurgaon
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CHENGDU INTERNATIONAL TOURISM EXPO (CITE)

Chengdu, China

www.citechina.asia

INDIA INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL MART

Hyderabad, India

iitmindia.com

GLOBAL HOTEL & RESORTS 

Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam

bricsaconsulting.com

INT'L LUXURY TRAVEL MARKET

Cannes, France

www.iltm.com/cannes

TRAVEL TURKEY IZMIR 

Izmir, Turkey

www.travelturkeyexpo.com
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Greek Tourism Expo

Anatoliki Attiki, Greece

www.greektourismexpo.gr/en

Brussels Travel Expo (BTExpo)

Brussels, Belgium

www.btexpo.com

India Travel Mart-Jaipur (ITM)

Jaipur, India

www.itmtravelmart.com/home-1

India International Travel Exhibition (IITE)

Madurai, India

www.iiteindia.com

Colorado RV Adventure Travel Show 

Denver, USA

www.corvshow.com
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